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Ptosis
Dtstichfasis
&lepharo~
phimosis
 consists in the excision of a lozenge-shaped area of skin from, the dorsum
of the nose. More elaborate plastic operations have also been suggested.
Coloboma of the upper lid is a fissure, having the shape of a triangle
with its base at the border of the lid. A plastic operation to cure the
condition should be carried out at an early period by a surgeon accus-
tomed to carrying out operations on the eyelids.
Ptosis may affect either one or both eyes. The upper lid cannot be
raised completelv so that the palpebral fissure is not fully opened and
the pupil is partly covered by the upper lid. To remedy this the patient
contracts the frontal muscles and throws his head backwards. Operation
for congenital ptosis should be carried out before the age of ten. If the
superior rectus is strong and healthy the tarsal plate may be attached
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fig. 41.—Epicanthus
to it, so that the upper lid is raised
when the eyes are directed upwards
(Motais's operation modified); or
the tarsus may be excised (Feigen-
baum). A number of other opera-
tions have been devised for ptosis,
most of which are unsatisfactory.
Naevus or diffuse angioma of
the eyelid of limited extent can be
dealt with by radium or by electro-
lysis by a medical man skilled
in radio-electrical treatment. An
angiomatous tumour which ex-
tends into the orbit, or which commencing in the orbit causes the eye
to become thrust forward (proptosis), presents great surgical difficulties.
Distichiasis is a congenital condition in which there are two rows of
lashes, an anterior row which is directed forwards, and a posterior row
which is directed backwards and rubs the cornea (see p. 235). The con-
dition often affects all four eyelids. Treatment is operative; a mucous
membrane graft is placed behind the posterior row, so that the lashes
can no longer irritate the cornea. If desired for cosmetic purposes, the
anterior row of lashes may be excised together with the horizontal strip
of skin which bears them.
Blepharophimosis is a condition In which the palpebral fissure is
narrow. This may be congenital, or may be the result of cicatricial
changes in the conjunctiva. When the condition is well-marked, or
when treatment of a diseased conjunctiva is prevented by the difficulty
in everting the upper lid, the operation of canthoplasty should be
performed.
•2.-INJURIES.
474.] Ecchymosis may be the result of the migration of extravasated
blood in a fracture of the base of the skull Direct violence, even when
slight In degree, may cause marked swelling of the lids with ^hush-black

